
 

2016-17 Foundation Grant Descriptions 
(* indicates approved during fall season) 

 
 
NSSD 112 
 
Adaptive Ropes Course Harness                               Robert Singer 
The adaptive ropes course harness will provide students with severe disabilities the opportunity to 
participate in all climbing activities in PE.   
 
Composer in Residence            Larry Goltz 
A composer will work with all elementary and middle school bands and orchestras to create an 
original piece that will be performed by an all-district band/orchestra. 
 
Experiential Kindergarten Outdoor Learning Center        Amy March  
Kindergarten students and their teachers at each school will create an outside learning area in which 
students will experiment with gardening, measuring, creating structures and using the outside 
environment to learn about their world.   
 

Robot (R)evolution                    Bill Steinbach 
90 students from seven schools will be involved in 5-10 person teams in robot building.  Students will 
compete in robot-building competitions to become better problem solvers, collaborators and to 
develop better computer science skills. 
 
 
Braeside 
 
*STEAM(y) Fridays Lego We Do Set                               Jory Weissman 
Fifth graders will use LEGO® Education WeDo to take learning to the next level with this fun and 
challenging Amusement Park and Construction Site themed sets.  Students will collaborate, think 
critically, and be provided with an introduction into programming. 
  
*STEAM(y) Fridays Ozobot Classroom Set and Sphero 2.0              Jory Weissman 
Fifth graders will use Ozobot Bit, a tiny programmable robot, to enhance creativity and critical thinking 
skills.  Ozobot Bit empowers children to create adventures, play games, solve problems and learn to 
code anywhere they go. 
 
 
Edgewood/Elm Place/Northwood 
 

Chicago Symphony Orchestra School Programs    Elizabeth Duke, Evan Canel, Margaret Delligatti,  
             Larry Goltz, Steve Rohwer, Sharon Steckel 

All district fifth and sixth grade orchestra students will travel to the Symphony Center in Chicago to 
experience the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.  Students will study the music, evaluate the concert and 
write a review.  
 



 

 
Edgewood 
 

*Breach of Peace (Freedom Riders)          Michael Buss 
Eighth grade ELA and social studies classes across the district will be involved in an exploration of how 
conflict results in conformity or resistance through the lens of the Civil Rights Movement. General 
understanding of the rise of the Civil Rights Movement in the US will be studied prior to attending a 
one-man show focused on the 1961 Freedom Riders. 
 
*Fifth House Residency             Mollie McDougall 
Fifth House Ensemble (fifth-house.com) will be working with 8th grade English/language arts classes 
and Band/Orchestra students to learn about the relationship between music and poetry.  Students will 
listen to music and examine how it relates to poetry they are studying. Then, students will write their 
own poetry using concepts discussed and performed by these guest artists.  This program will be a 
full-day workshop. 
 
*2nd City Brass Quintet 2016             Mollie McDougall 
Students will listen to a performance by the brass quintet and then work with the musicians in a 
masterclass setting. Students will be exposed to different musical styles.  This performance and 
workshop activity will allow students to make connections between what they know and play and 
what they experience with the musicians.   
 
*Arduino Starter Kit               Anthony Candela 
Arduino is a coding and electronics Kit. It will allow students to define a design problem that can be 
solved through scientific knowledge, to explore and evaluate design solutions and to analyze and 
interpret data. Students can then develop models to generate data to test ideas about designed 
systems. 
 
 
Elm Place 
 
*Bollywood Groove                         Caitlin Lucci 
Elm Place 6th and 7th graders will participate in a one-time, interactive workshop with Indian dancers 
from Bollywood Groove as a culmination of a study of dance music from different parts of the 
world.  The workshop will focus on highlighting dances from different regions of India, providing 
different background information on origin and traditions from the region. 
 
Elm Place World’s Fair                 Caitlin Lucci, Matt Taylor, Elizabeth Duke, Lauren Daniel 
The Elm Place student body will participate in an interdisciplinary study and celebration of the 1893 
Chicago World’s Fair, the same year as the inception of Elm Place School. 
 
Instrument Engineering                               Caitlin Lucci, Chip Shilkus 

Elm Place 7th graders will combine music and STEM to research, design and build original musical 
instruments.   
 
 

http://fifth-house.com/
http://www.bollygroove.com/members/ajanta/?taxonomy=mtphr_member_category&terms=founders


 

 
Green Bay 
 
In-School Museum Experiences                     Mirela Vesa, Emily Stith 

The Kohl Children’s Museum will bring focused museum experiences to a pre-kindergarten classroom 
to allow students with disabilities and developmental delays to appropriately engage in these 
activities.   
 
Little GB Dancers/Pequeños bailarines                            Nadia DeHaroVega 
This grant teaches students about diversity and multicultural traditions along with health and 
wellness through folkloric dances. Students participate in dance practice weekly, with the end product 
being a school wide performance. This project cultivates and promotes an appreciation of cultural 
traditions through dance, dress and music.  
 
Pequeños Artistas/Young Artist                    Nadia DeHaroVega 
Preschool students will have an opportunity to participate in art classes in their own school and will 
study artists from around the world and learn about their style. Art students will create their own art 
pieces.  
 
 
Indian Trail 
 
*Executive Functioning Club                        Jenna Didier 

The purpose of this project is to run an after school enrichment program, Executive Functioning 
Club.  The Club will meet weekly to help assist students who have executive functioning 
difficulties.  Students will be taught strategies and ways to: organize their materials, complete 
homework assignments on time, time management skills, planning task initiation and 
memory/attention strategies.  The club will give students ways to be more independent throughout 
their school day. 
 
 
Lincoln 
 
Drumtastic: Lincoln World Percussion!                 Janet Lubetkin 
Percussionist Jason Wolf, PulseBeat Music, will work with Lincoln fourth and fifth graders to explore 
West African, South and Central American rhythms that have spawned such genres of American music 
as jazz, blues, rap and other popular music. Students will also explore folk tales and myths from the 
cultures explored in the drum pieces.  Fifth grade fifth grade band and orchestra instruments will be 
incorporated where appropriate.  
  
Encore of Curtain Up             Kim Luedtke/Kim Wagner 
First and second graders will work with teaching artists from the Music Institute of Chicago to 
understand and act out characters, plot and setting. They will analyze points of view of characters, 
study rhythm and rhyme through the chants and songs of the characters. The project will last six 
weeks, culminating in performances for students and parents. 
 



 

Makerspacers/STEM in the Library                       Susan Behn 
Makerspacers support learning in an informal, play-focused environment that can cultivate an interest 
in science, technology, and design.  Using LittleSpacer Kits and Makey-Makey Kits 4th and 5th grade 
students will have a lunchtime option to work together using these creative kits. 
 
 
Northwood 
 
*Genocide              Jessica Marvin, Nicole Bingham 
Seventh grade students will learn about genocide in English and Social Studies classes through novels 
related to the history of genocide, a trip to the Illinois Holocaust Museum and the opportunity to hear 
a speaker from The Lost Boys of Sudan share a personal account of surviving a genocide.  Students will 
learn to recognize present examples of genocide in its various stages and understand that genocide 
can be prevented and stopped through individuals’ actions. 
 
*GoBand! Stronger Together with HPHS                   Margaret Delligatti 
Several times during the year, band and orchestra students will be involved in masterclass lessons 
taught by the private lesson staff at Highland Park High School.  Students will perform a concert at the 
end of the year.  This collaboration with HPHS will strengthen the students’ playing and hopefully 
inspire the students to continue playing at HPHS.   
 
*Namastate of Mind                   Alexie Downey 
This after-school activity will provide students the opportunity to learn about and participate in yoga 
classes to improve their well-being and state of mind, to learn productive ways to deal with stress and 
to work collaboratively with adults and peers. 
 
*Roots Fest 2017             Nicole Bingham, Alexie Downey 
Roots Fest is an all-day event for all students at Northwood that helps encourage an appreciation for 
cultural diversity.  Students will have the opportunity to view various cultures through performance 
art, music and drama.  All students will share in an opening student showcase and then break into 
grade level workshops. New to Northwood this year, the 8th grade students will have an opportunity 
listen to a panel which will discuss different perspectives of religion and traditions, and the 6th graders 
will participate in a variety of activities that teach them about community’s history.   
 
*Your Story Your Voice          Luisa Benson 
Your Story Your Voice is a multi-week unit for all 8th grade students at Northwood.  In both Social 
Studies and English Language Arts (ELA) all students will learn about the Civil Rights Movement and its 
effect on people’s personal histories.  Students will research Women’s Rights, Black Lives Matter, 
Sexuality Rights or Immigrant Rights using nonfiction resources.  Resident artist, Adam Gottlieb, who 
specializes in poetry, will lead activities and discussions with students over 8 days to promote spoken 
word and help students create pieces about their own histories. The unit will culminate with a Spoken 
Word Open Mic Night in conjunction with the resident artist, during which students will share their 
stories with family and friends and the community.   
 
 
 



 

Oak Terrace 
 
Cocinando con Matematicas                       Erica Brady 
This grant focuses on 90 Spanish-speaking 5th graders.  Students will apply math concepts to cooking. 
The education unit provides opportunities to apply and connect concepts acquired across content 
areas, including math.   
 
Learning in 360 Degrees          Nora Burton 
Students will use a Ricoh Virtual Reality (VR) camera and Google Cardboard Virtual Reality headsets to 
create and explore the new world of VR.  Students will be able to explore worlds outside their own by 
taking virtual trips to far-flung places.  Additionally, there are VR applications for math, literacy, social 
sciences and the arts. 
 
MakerSpace at Oak Terrace                 Patricia Castro 
Students will have the opportunity to engage in STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art and 
math), by designing and building original inventions.  
 
*Playing Our Way to Problem Solving                Alissa Machani 
Students will play the latest challenging puzzle games during math time and structured free time, to 
develop their logical reasoning and innovative thinking.  Teachers will help students make 
connections between these games and academic tasks.  
 
Using Legos to Enhance the Inquiry Process                       Edith Bonazza, Evelyn Chavez 
First and second grade dual language students will build simple machines and enhance skills in the 
STEM fields (science, technology, engineering and math) by building specially designed Lego kits.  
 
Worms Eat Our Food                   Patricia Castro 
MyPath fourth and fifth graders will compost with worms by participating in the Oak Terrace 
Vermicomposting Club, discovering how worms make it possible to compost greater volumes of waste, 
faster, and helping to reduce the amount of garbage sent to landfills.  
 
 
Ravinia  
 
Storytelling in Kindergarten                       Amy March 
Kindergartners will learn to express themselves by telling stories using literature, visual media and 
technology, led by professional storyteller Dot Kane. Students will present their stories to parents 
during a storytelling night at school.  
 
Trout in the Classroom                     James Finedore 
Fifth graders will complete a year-long science based study centered around raising.   Students will 
monitor tank water quality, engage in stream habitat study, learn about water resources and 
ecosystems.  The study will conclude with a trip to Rosewood Beach where the trout will be released 
during the students’ ravine study program.  They will be creating quilt squares and using different 
technology in connection with their presentations about what they have learned.    
 



 

Red Oak 
 
Building STEAM in the Library           Kate Strong  
A Makerspace will be created in the school library for an optional lunchtime club where fourth and 
fifth grade students will have the opportunity to work on STEAM projects, including use of LittleBits 
sets.   
 
Calm Classroom              Beth Dolce 
A school-wide initiative to implement Calm Classroom, a curriculum designed to improve students’ 
mental focus and inner calm will be undertaken with this grant.  The Luster Learning Institute will train 
teachers who will facilitate and utilize focusing, breathing, stretching, and relaxation techniques.   
 
*Literature with Laughter               Valerie LaRiviere 
Griffin Tales, an initiative of Northwestern University performing arts majors working with elementary 
schools, will bring stories to life at Red Oak. In first-fifth grade language arts, Red Oak students will 
write and submit stories to the Northwestern students during the fall and winter. In spring, 
Northwestern University students will perform several chosen stories, complete with costumes and 
music.  
 
MakerSpace           Becky Sebert 
Each first grade classroom will set up a Makerspace to work on STEAM projects utilizing LittleBits kits, 
Q-B Maze kits, Snap Circuit kits, Magnatiles, MakeDo construction kits, and CubeLets robot 
construction.   
 
Writing and Presenting Fairy Tales with LEGOs         Kate Strong  
Third graders will collaborate to create original fairy tales using literary elements including plot, 
character, setting, problem/conflict, resolution, and author’s message with Lego Story Starter and 
Fairy Tale Expansion sets.   
 
 
Sherwood 
 
*Elementary Engineers         Anne Schultz 
Fourth grade students will learn about the steps of the engineering design process through various 
STEM-type activities that deal with solids, fluids, forces, measurement, recording data, and 
interpreting results.  The students will learn about teamwork and collaboration, and get to deepen 
their understanding of what it means to be part of a team through each activity.  
 
Incorporating Art and Music to           Beth Grobarek/Kathryn Polyack  
MAKEY MAKEY Student Inventors  
Art and music students will be asked to brainstorm solutions for an engineering problem. Using 
Makey Makey circuit kits to find the solutions will encourage the students to adopt a playful, 
inventive, artistic approach to generate more creative and innovative thinking. This interdisciplinary 
project will include cross-curricular units between art, music, and science. 
 
 



 

Stem Club            Helen Weiss 
The STEM club in the IMC will apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during students-
centered learning experiences.  Students decide what they will create and help each other with 
problem solving and working cooperatively on a project they select.  It is a hands-on, student-led 
experience. 
 

Wayne Thomas 
 
Makerspaces & STEM Experience in the Library               Emily Hales 
The purpose of the Makerspace lab in the IMC is to apply critical thinking and problem-solving 
strategies during students-centered learning experiences.  Students decide what they will create and 
help each other with problem solving and working cooperatively on a project they select.  It is a 
hands-on, student-led experience. 
 
 
Wayne Thomas/Sherwood 
 
Stop Motion Animation in the Elementary Art Room  Amanda Kurzawski/Beth Grobarek  
Students at Wayne Thomas and Sherwood Schools will use Crayola Easy Animation Studio to create 
original stop motion movies that tell stories.  Students will create 2-dimensional background settings 
for their stories, animate the characters and add sound to complete the story. The goal is to foster 
true innovation that comes with combining the mind of a technologist and scientist with that of an 
artist or designer.   
 


